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DISCHARGED RUSSIAN SERVICEMEN IN LATVIA At an extraordinary meeting on 5 January, 
the Latvian government decided to issue temporary residence permits, valid until 1 
May, to Russian servicemen who were discharged in Latvia after 28 January 1992, 
Interfax reported on 6 January. They were required to leave the country before 31 
August 1994 but were allowed to stay until 1 January due to the housing shortage in 
Russia. The government's decision requires these servicemen to register with the 
citizenship office before 15 February If Russia does not give the Latvian Foreign 
Ministry a fuil list of these people by that date and a schedule for their departure, 
Latvia is threatening to expel them. Latvian officials are caiculating the costs of 

the servicemen's extended stay and the Foreign Ministry is likely to demand 
compensation trom Russia -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI. Inc 


RESIGNATION OF ESTONIAN TRANSPORT MINISTER? Viktor Niitsoo. the head of the Estonian 
National Independence Party parliamentary faction. said that Transport and 

Communications Minister Andi Meister should resign because he quit the ENIP on 20 

December and decided to run in the May parliamentary elections as a candidate in the 

rightist coalition, BNS reported on 6 January Niitsoo noted that the transport 

ministers porttolio belongs to the ENIP and thus it would be unethicai of Meister to 

keep it after leaving the party. Meister said that his position as minister should be 

decided by the government and Prime Minister Andres Tarand. -- Saulus Girnius, OMRI. 

Inc 


